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Summary (English) 

In the dissertation on the topic The Understanding of the Church Service of the Russian-

German Free Churches in the Context of a Migration Culture in Germany, the until now 

barely tapped research field of the ethnic-religious piety in the context of the understanding 

of the church service of the Baptist and Mennonite free churches of the Russian-Germans in 

Germany will be discussed.  Through the means of participating observation and the 

unpublished secondary literature, the author establishes a pathway to this field of research.  

Next the Russian-German church service will be portrayed retrospectively.  In a concise 

historical synopsis, the formation of piety, culture, and tradition will be presented from and 

in the various spiritual streams of the Germans in Russia.  That will be followed by the 

portrayal of the church service praxis in Germany.  In addition, a critical-analytical 

assessment of the church service according to the formation of a Russian-German church 

service philosophy will be formulated.  In this, the historical-theological influences, the 

culture, and the traditions of the Russian-Germans and the sociological and psychological 

factors that led to the development of the church service philosophy will be considered.   

The church service of the Russian-Germans is a conglomeration of the most diverse 

influences and impressions.  In the effort of a theological and sociological classification of the 

Russian-German church service in the context of a migration society in Germany, general 

similarities to and individual differences from other confessions and denominations will then 

be compiled.   This will emphasize that in a pluralistic society there is an opportunity for the 

mutual theological enrichment in the dialogic encounter between free church Russian-

Germans and other confessions.  The emphasis in a Russian-German church service is on the 

person serving God in the church service.  The peculiarity of the church service is the 

multiple sermons in a single church service.  From a sociological perspective, the church 

service is identity-establishing for the Russian-German migrant since the sociological 

homogeneity serves as a stabilizing factor.  However, in this there is also the danger of 

segregation.  Because the free church Russian-Germans do not represent a unifying 

confession or denomination, the development of the church service and the accompanying 

integration process of the individual local churches is very diverse.  In this respect, the 

author has separated the movement of the free church Russian-Germans into exclusive, 

conservative, and progressive groups.  While the exclusives rarely wish for outsiders to come 

into their church services and they hold rigidly to their traditions, the conservatives look for 



understanding of their traditional gatherings but are open for new people and new aspects.  

Progressive churches open themselves to mainstream society, and their forms of church 

service are largely assimilated.  The findings of this study reveal that the greatest challenge 

for the church service of the Russian-Germans is a well-founded theological-sociological 

reflection of the theory and praxis of the church service, so that church service celebrations 

have a lasting relevance for daily living and life in general in an increasingly secular and 

pluralized society.   

 


